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especially impressed by the chapter " De Deo," in which
the Roman philosopher censures superstitious myths of
the loves and wars of azithropomorphic deities."

After his matriculation   at Oxford in April,   1810,
Shelley returned to Eton for a short time, and on July
3oth, made his school-speech, the subject being the
declamation of Cicero against Catiline.   It was probably
before his final departure that he entertained a number
of his  friends  at  a   sumptuous   banquet, nominally
with the proceeds of "Zastrozzi," which was published
about the beginning of June.   That the young author
received ^"40 for his romance is almost inconceivable;
that he fully expected to receive at least that amount is
a different matter.   Probably Medwin confused the in-
formation he had obtained; in any case, it is much
more likely that the supper was paid for out of funds
supplied  by Sir  Bysshe  Shelley,   than  out  of  any
honorarium forwarded by the publishers of " Zastrorai."
Before this event Shelley's liking for a girl-cousin*
Harriet Grove, had ripened into real   sympathy and
affection.   Miss Grove was exceedingly pretty, was of an
ardent temperament, and flirted with orthodox religious
and social opinions in a way that wholly charmed her
unconventional cousin.     According  to  Medwin, she
wrote some chapters of " Zastrozzi "--an assertion that
has been derided by some writers, admitted by others,
and allowed to pass  without emphatic comment   by
Professor Dowden.   It seems to me more probable, con-
sidering the uniformity of the style of this romance, that
Harriet had at most nothing more to do with it than the
composition   of certain  passages,   suggestions  as  toth throughserly avarice, Some thirty-eight yearsed
